WHCPJ MINUTES




    MEETING, SEPTMEBRE 18, 2007
ATTENDING:  Francine, Randy, Helen, Hannah, Caroline, Cory, Brian, Sue 


(with assists from Mimi who stopped by to drop off a sign for Oct. 9 and Eric Stamm who by phone to 

 helped us lock the door of the Meeting House...which was unlocked when we arrived.)
1.  IRAQ MORATORIUM 

     We discussed some strategies for the Iraq Moratorium kick-off this Friday, September 21, since there was no 

     definite plan as yet. One idea was a vigil in West Hartford.  



PS.  September 21 is also the International Day of Peace.  (See below.)

NOTE:  From now on, each 3rd Friday of the month people are encouraged to do SOMETHING to 


   express outrage or expand the awareness of others. The members hope we can make some



   concrete plans in the future for these days.
     We also made a list of things that individuals can do:

a)  Participate in the Friday vigil in front of the Federal Building at 450 Main Street

     Street in Hartford from 11:30 to 12:30 wearing black arm bands.

b)  Wear a black arm band during the day.


c)  Wear orange representing the “silent revolution” of the people.

d)  Send (e-mail) a very informative and powerful Internet article or video clip related to the Iraq war 

     to 5 people. Ask them to send an article of their choosing to 5 people.  


(Ex. a truth exposed, case for impeachment, pro-active strategies, etc. Send it to inform activist 


 colleagues or more important to people who oppose the war but not actively or to people who 


 may still be on the fence.)


e)  Flood Congress with phone calls or e-mails or send letters. Encourage at least one other person


     to do the same.

f)   See the film “Crude Awakening” of the FREE film series at the Alchemy Juice Bar on Friday night 

     at 7:00….and bring along a non-activist friend.  (203 New Britain Avenue, Hartford)


See a description of the documentary:  www.alchemyjuicebar.com


Directions:  From points West, Elmwood, West Hartford:  



Follow New Britain Avenue East into Hartford, after Fairfield Avenue, look on right for # 203.


    Official website:  www.iraqmoratorium.org    There are more ideas there of things to do!
2.  REPORT: SEPTEMBER 15 MARCH TO STOP THE WAR

     Hannah and Caroline reported on the peace rally in DC held this past weekend, organized by Answer.

     We are very excited they went, and were encouraged to hear that many high school and college students  


      were there marching with the separate youth contingent of the event.

3.  OCTOBER 27 Rally, Boston:  National Mobilization to End the Iraq War

      High Noon, Boston Common

      We decided we MUST be a part of this. Let’s ROCK!!!  We must mobilize a huge group from WHCPJ to 
      go to this rally, one of 10 being held across the nation. We have contacted David Amdur of AFSC about the 
      Hartford Bus information. We considered getting our own bus or car pooling (which will end up costing in 
      gas, parking, tolls, and maybe the MTBA, too.) We will make a plan when we have more information. We 
      would like to contact the entire WHCPJ and ask people to hold that date open and plan to attend as we work 
      out the transportation.
www.unitedforpeace.org
4.  PARK ROAD PARADE, Saturday October 6.
     The clarification was made that WHCPJ does not have any tasks relative to planning or decorating the 

     truck.  Members need only arrive that morning (time and location to follow) to line up and participate.

     A banner will be carried by some people in front of the truck, and the rest will follow behind the truck with 

     signs (bearing only politically neutral, non-offensive “family friendly” slogans.) 


Here is the line-up of the parade participants. The WHCPJ float and group will be in Division 3, #17.
            www.west-hartford.com/CommunityLife/ParkRoadParade/ParadeParticipantsbyDiv.htm
   5.  WHCPJ SEPCIAL EVENT:  COLONEL ANN WRIGHT, TUESDAY OCTOBER 9

We stressed the need for ramping up the publicity so people won’t miss this high-caliber guest. Also, we 

MUST get the press /cameras there that night.  We will put some links to a few short Ann Wright video 

clips and a couple of her truthout.org articles on the WHCPJ website to get people interested in coming 

to see her. 



We discussed these aspects of the event:  (We will firm up volunteers starting next meeting.)


a)  Parking:  The parking lot by the Town Hall now has barriers and requires people to pay.  We 


     will have to find out if parking will be allowed and  be free on the evening of October 9th.



b)  Food Table:  We suggested locally-produced cider, water, coffee (borrow coffee pots?) as 


     well as donut holes, cookies or squares, other etc.  It was noted people may be more likely to 


     stay around for discussion, questions, etc. if there are munchies.  Mimi dropped off a sign 



     she made for the table and volunteered to work at the food table that night.


c)  Letter-Writing Table: What better way to honor the evening’s theme of dissent than by



     having people write to their Congressional leaders.



d)  October 27 Iraq Mobilization Rally Information Table


     This will help to generate some interest and enthusiasm and get the word and details out.



e)  Tables for Exhibitors  (We had no update available on how many have signed up so far.)



f)  Book Sale Table:  If we learn that Ann’s new book IS available, we will set up a table



     where it can be purchased…or at least where she could have flyers and purchase information.



g)  Welcome Power Point:  Sue will prepare a short repeating slide presentation featuring 



     Ann Wright with photos, quotes, and facts. So, we need to bring equipment.



     Also, we may want to check with Ann Wright to see if she wants to show any slides



     during her presentation.
      




h)  Entrance Music (Town Hall sound system?)



i)  Volunteers to Greet people at the doors.



      We’ll put the small sandwich board outside the door with a sign of the event.



j)  Call to Action /Program:  It was suggested that Cliff Emery be contacted to see if he can 



     prepare this.



k)  Chair Flyers…there may be some flyers we want to put on chairs before people arrive to



     insure people get the information (about WHCPJ, Oct. 21 (Lindorff), Oct. 27, etc.)


 l)  (Just added)… Should we send personalized letters/flyers to legislators, town council,


      heads of organizations, peace groups, committees of neighboring towns, press organizations, 


      university peace groups (like Wesleyan, etc.) etc. to get them to promote this and encourage 


      people to attend?


6.  NOVEMBER MOVIE NIGHT: November 6



We need suggestions for a film and agreed we should return to the more information-oriented 



type of film we usually show because it is better for a movie night and lends itself better to a 


discussion.  Please do some research and bring movie ideas next week.


7.  ISRAEL-PALESTINE COMMITTEE:  Plans are in the works to show “Encounter Point,”


preferably at a local synagogue if possible.


8.  ANNOUNCEMENTS


a) Thursday, September 20   UN Association of Greater Hartford presents Irving Stolberg 



    from 7:00 to 9:00. 
The McAuley
    275 Steele Road        West Hartford, CT




“Irving Stolberg is the president of the Connecticut Division of the United Nations 



Association. Mr. Stolberg has served both the UNA national Board of Directors and the 




UNA Executive Committee. Mr. Stolberg also served for 22 years in the Connecticut 




House of Representatives, including two terms as Speaker of the House and one as House 




Minority Leader. Mr. Stolberg has extensive knowledge and experience in China, Africa, 




and Central and Eastern Europe.”a) 


  b) September 21 is INTERNATIONAL DAY of PEACE with activities all over the world.




www.internationaldayofpeace.org


  c)  “Crude Awakening” (free film series)  Alchemy Juice Bar at 203 New Britain Avenue,



        Hartford  (continue past Elmwood)




  d)  Saturday, September 29 at 1:00   Survivors of Hiroshima called “Hibakusha”


          Quaker Meeting House, 144 South Quaker Lane, West Hartford 

     

 

  e)  Dave Lindorff (co-author of “The Case for Impeachment”) at St. James Church



       Sunday, October 21

Respectfully submitted,


Sue Fenton 
