West Hartford Citizens for Peace & Justice

www.westhartfordpeace.org / whcpj@yahoo.com
WHCPJ Meeting, September 25, 2007; 7:30 – 9 p.m.
(Meeting began about 7:50 p.m.)

Present:  Hannah, Caroline, Wojciech, Brian, Randy, Gregory, Greg, Jack, Joe, Francine, Janet, Sue, Ana, Kathy, Mike
Announcements:
· Japanese Visitors– Jack/Joe 
Flyers were distributed; event noted on WHCPJ Enews Sept. 25th; happening at Quaker Meeting House, 1 p.m. Saturday, September 29th; please attend! .Survivors of the atomic bomb will be present; call Joe W for more info:  860 561 1897 or check out hopeoutloud.org

· Jena 6 Event September 29 – 

Meet at old Firestone Building on Main Street, near Albany Avenue and Big Brick school on right as you head north; meet at 9 a.m.; press conference at 9:30; march to Bushnell Park in Solidarity with Jena Six; Thirman Milner and Cornell Lewis are contacts/organizers
· Committee Report:  Israel Palestine – Mike-

recent emails have brought up issue of “closed or open” event at Beth Israel for film Encounter Point; committee will discuss the upcoming event; will hear from Beth Israel as to how they want the event to go; Mike is for opening to public, others have expressed concern this event isn’t kept to this particular group. Discussion will take place. Next I/P committee meeting will be announced by email asap.
· Old Lyme Tree of Life Conference November 3 & 4 –
Mike’s revision:  add Four Powerful Speakers will be headlining!
Highly Enjoyable event; food, music, tradition, etc. Sam Goldberger and We Refuse to be Enemies take part; our attendance is highly encouraged.
· Nuke Conference at Quinnipiac College
Janet NEEDS a person to take ticket to hear Jimmy Carter Thursday at 4 p.m.; interested parties will contact Janet and Francine to discuss event and transportation issues. Rich was going to go but has a work commitment; New Haven Peace Council had approached Flo to ask that WHCPJ be represented at this conference at Quinnipiac College this week. Tabling is starting at 9:30 p.m. on Thursday night. Kathy will drop off tabling documents to Janet Wednesday at lunchtime; for additional copying of flyers that need to be brought to event, receipts need to be saved.
· Park Road Parade – Reminder

starts at 10:30 am; we’ll meet at about 9:45 a.m. probably near Dunkin Donuts; we are division 3, # 17 ; Check meeting minutes from meeting held Tuesday, September 18th. 
Where to meet will be announced when that information is available from town. Checking the town Park Road Parade website would be helpful.
· WHC-TV WH Activism TV show Host Needed – 
Host needed; Janet will do the taping for November with Hartbeat Ensemble; will talk to folsk interested; perhaps make a committee for WHC-TV for rotating hosts; producer must be WH resident; interviewer/host does not need to be but DOES need to do the legwork /preparation for doing the show.
ADDITION:
· concern about role of board and no board members were present at Meeting of September 18;  people were not comfortable making decisions about plans for September 21st, the inaugural day of Iraq Moratorium; 
responses to this concern from board members present: give phone numbers of the board members to regular meeting attendees in the event a meeting occurs with no board members---this is an unusual occurrence but obviously will happen on occasion. 
Ideas discussed:  Iraq Moratorium Ideas; will talk about this after forum at length; ideas were Park Road exit at rush hour with banners every third Friday
Forum with Ann Wright – Ann has been kept informed of our progress
CONCERN ABOUT PARKING at TOWN HALL ON OCTOBER 9th; Kathy will check with town hall and get specifics about parking situation on that night

Ideas to direct people to parking lot by using signs/balloons around town hall that day; include in any and all publicity materials now; very confusing parking lot; construction, few entrances, parking lot now has ticket taker; THERE IS NO CHARGE AFTER 8 p.m.! anyone entering before will need to take a ticket; leaving after 8 p.m. there will be no charge. 

Directions to the parking lot and where else to park will be key to publicity!

Volunteer list/tasks

· Dinner at 5 at Afghanistan House? Sue, Janet, Greg, Mike, Francine, Hannah; Gregory suggests for next event that we use dinner as fundraiser AND that we do it in a place like someone’s nice living room that can hold a crew of folks so everyone gets to talk with and hear the Guest. At the restaurants, it isn’t possible to talk with guest unless you are sitting next to her/him. This would be a fundraiser too; our group would have dinner, anyone else would be asked to pay a certain fee to have the benefit of having dinner. Something to think about for next event. The guest would have to agree this would be ok.

Tables: - we have commitments from this group to staff these tables!
The MEETING ON OCTOBER 3 will be first and foremost to discuss who does what and plan the last details of the day and night of October 9
· WHCPJ – regular flyers, documents, things we have left to sell, sign ups, pink cans
· Food for Thought – food/bake sale like items, gallons of cider, soda, etc.; need paper products; put can on table and solicit donations for food items
· Letter Writing – Joe W will help at letter writing table; letters will be centered around theme of getting out of Iraq and issues related…CHECK UFPJ WEBSITE, says ANN WRIGHT!
· OCTOBER 27 th event: Sue will make a sign for a LONE table for this event. Audience will be directed to go to that table to sign up for bus/coach leaving Conard at 8:30 am. On Saturday September 27th according to David Amdur and AFSC. We hope they’ll need more buses. WHCPJ will do our best to get the word out; Gregory suggests that we do PHONE BANKING  to get word out. We need to organize this with WHCPJ list of names; Gregory says he can email public school teachers, etc. but needs help gathering emails off internet. Volunteers needed to assist. 
Other:

· Collection Cans – will be spread around on our tables; Cans will be passed around audience in middle of event when Gregory does pitch for money. He’ll speak between program and Q & A sessions and make a few announcements, too. October 27 will be an announcement.
· Email / Contact Sign up – contact sign ups will be passed around on clipboards 15 minutes into the event after Ann begins talking. Joe will help do this with others; Kathy has volunteered to do this, too.
· Publicity update-calendar listings, WWUH PSA, advocate, McEnroe, After Downing Street, etc. Hartford Advocate will do story on Ann in their October 4 issue!; calendar listings went out; media advisory will go out as well. Kathy will bring media contact info to the town hall and call all of them before event to get them to the venue! Also, will call Colin McEnroe’s news producer to see if they’ll interview Ann over phone, as they have done for us before.
· Moderator/Introducer:  Andy Fleischmann almost on board: waiting for absolute agreement. But all things seem to point to Andy doing this; town council has a meeting that night; some should be popping in. also, legislators will be invited by sending emails to them (kathy)
· Table update:
Community Works, CT United for Peace, PeaceJam Northeast, Donnelly/Colt, US Labor Against the War (?), American Friends Service Committee, CCPJ; Vets for Peace-Chapter 42 (local chapter)

waiting to hear from: 
i.e. Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice, Hartford Catholic Worker, Hartbeat Ensemble, HIMC, etc.:  
· Audio/Visual Discussed:  

Audio /microphone provided by Town Hall

          Power Point equipment (projector & notebook)  Sue; Wojciech will help with the technology,




music hook-up NEEDED: Screen, DVD/CD player, audio cable
 (Kathy’s additional additions with updates on some items)

· Cliff Emery will  design  program
· Story in Hartford Advocate October 4th
· WWUH interviewing Ann Wright this coming week

· Possible interview on Colin McEnroe; his producer has returned phone call about interview!
· Eric Stamm has been contacted and asked to assist Sue with powerpoint / technology 
· John Holder or someone will be taping this event
· Martin Wittmann and Wojciech will be the TWO TECHNOGUYS for this event and will scope out auditorium for audio situation---switches, controls, mikes, etc.
· Program plan: 7 p.m. (WE NEED at least Plan TO START ON TIME!!!!) 
(group present was asked if anyone would want to be the WHCPJ greeter/introducer for the event; there was  no interest indicated at this meeting at this time…..) 
· 7 p.m.WHCPJ person greets audience, makes a few announcements about WHCPJ, signing on to list, show of hands how people heard about event, intro Andy Fleischmann.

· 7:05 Andy Fleischmann talks, introduces Ann Wright

· 7:15 Ann Wright begins her talk

· 8:00: Ann finishes, Gregory does pitch and announcements – 5 – 10 minutes!?
· 8:10 Andy returns and gives rules for Q & A, Ann takes questions.

· Around  9 p.m. (after asking Ann’s permission, Andy asks if people want to stay we can stay for another half hour/9:30) 

· Andy/Gregory / WHCPJ thanks Andy, Ann, and  people for coming, wrap up…we need to do this part for closure and closing words.
· Finish Q & A as long as Ann will stick it out!

Finally Submitted by,

Kathy Hucks
